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DRAFT COVER SHEET 


INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY COMMITTER 


Flying Unidentified Objects (Flying Saucers) 


Getonaed Tense] 


DCI recommending the initiation of fundamental. scientific research 


i. Attached is a proposed letter to Secretary Lovet 


with respect to the nature and causes of unidentified flying objects 
(Flying Saucers). 

2. While it is recognized that the implications of Flying Saucers 
are of primary concern to the Defense Department in carrying out its 
responsibility to defend the United States, it is also believed that 
intelligence must request of appropriate authority such assistance as 
it needs to carry out its responsibility. It is believed that the scientific 
research required and the intelligence research contingent thereon can be 
most fruitful if they go hand in hand. 

3. Recommendations: 

a. That the IAC concur in the proposed letter to the Secretary 
of Defense. 

b. That the IAC request the Vatch Committee to give close 
attention to indications which may reflect Russian actions are 
being taken with respect to or on the basis of cognizance of Flying 
Saucers or with respect to the state of United Staves pusiic opinion 


in respect of Flying Saucers. 
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LiGMORANDUM TOR: Secretary of Defense Ta tlernnt ud : ho NS aI 


SUBJECT: Unidentified Plying Objects (Flying Saucers) 


1. The IAC has reviewed the current situation concerning 
unidentified flying objects which have caused extensive speculation 
in the press and have been the subject of concern to Governnent 
organizations. The Air Force, within the limitations of manpower 
which could be devoted to the subject, has thus far carried the full 
responsibility for investigating and analyzing individual reports of 
sightings. Since 257, approximately 1500 official reports or sightings 
have peen received and, of these about 20% are as yet unexplained. 

2. It is my view and that of the IAC that this situation has 
possible implications for our national security with respect to the 
vulnerability of the U.S. to air attack. Intelligence, however, cannot 
discharge its responsibilities with regard to estimating the capabilities 
of an ememy to create and use such phenomena against the U.S. unless 
we first determine through scientific research whether or’not such 
phenomena can in fact be generated and controlled by humans. 

3, It is therefore recommended, that the Department of Defense 
[be-divected-so] undertake an exvanded scientific research program to 
reveal the nature of the various phenomena which are causing these sightings 
and means by which these phenomena may be identified immediately. It is also 
recomended that in such a project there be close cooperation between those 
conducting the research and scientific and technical intelligence research. 


The IAC agencies are prepared to do their part in such a project. 


— 


DCT 
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ocT 2 1952 


MEMORANDUM TO: Director of Central Intelligence 
THROUGH: Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


FROM: Assistant Director, Office of Scientific 
Intelligence 


SUBJECT: Flying Saucers 


1. PROBLEM--To determine: (a) Whether or not there are national 
security implications in the problem of "unidentified 
flying objects"; (b) whether or not adequate study and 
research is currently being directed to this problem 
in its relation to such national security implications; 
and (c) what further investigation and research should 
be instituted, by whom, and under what aegis. 


2. FACTS AND DISCUSSION--OSI has investigated the work currently 

being performed on "flying saucers" and found that the 
Air Technical Intelligence Center, DI, USAF, Wright- 
Patterson Air Force Base, is the only group devoting 
appreciable effort and study to this subject, that ATIC 
is concentrating on a case-by-case explanation of each 
report, and that this effort is not adequate to corre- 
late, evaluate, and resolve the situation on an over- 
all basis. The current problem is discussed in detail 
in TAB A. 


3. CONCLUSIONS--"Flying saucers" pose two elements of danger 
which have national security implications. The first 
involves mass psychological considerations and the 
second concerns the vulnerability of the United States 
to air attack. Both factors are amplified in TAB A. 


h. ACTION RECOMMENDED--(a) That the Director of Central Intel- 
ligence advise the National Security Council of the 
implications of the "flying saucer™ problem and request 
that research be initiated. TAB Bis a draft memo- 
randum to the NSC, for the DCI's signature. (b) That 
the DCI discuss this subject with the Psychological 
Strategy Board. A memorandum to the Director, 
Psychological Strategy Board, is attached for sig- 
nature as TAB C. (c) That CIA, with the cooperation 
of PSB and other interested departments and agencies, 
develop and recommend for adoption by the NSC a 
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policy of public information which will minimize concern 
and possible panic resulting from the numerous sightings 
of unidentified objects. 


a Danser 


Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


ANNEXES : 
TAB A--Memorandum to DCI, through DDI, Subject: Flying 
Saucers. 
TAB B--Letter to National Security Council with enclosure. 
TAB C--Memo to Director, Psychological Strategy Board with 
enclosure. 


CONCURRENCES : 
Date: 


LOFTUS E. BECKER 
Deputy Director/Intelli gence 


ACTION BY APPROVING AUTHORITY: 


Dates 


Approved (disapproved): 


WALTER B. SMITH 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
THROUGH : Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


SUBJECT : Flying Saucers 


1, Recently an inquiry was conducted by the Office of Scientific 
Intelligence to determine whether there are national security implications 
in the problem of "unidentified flying objects," i.e., flying saucers; 
whether adequate study and research is currently being directed to 
this problem in its relation to such national security implications; 
and what further investigation and research should be instituted, 
by whom, and under what aegis, 


2, It was found that the only unit of Government currently 
studying the problem is the Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, which 
has charged the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) with 
responsibility for investigating the reports of sightings. At ATIC 
there is a group of three officers and two secretaries to which come, 
through official channels, all reports of sightings, This group 
conducts investigation of the reports, consulting as required with 
other Air Force and civilian technical personnel, A world-wide 
reporting system has been instituted and major Air Force Bases have 
been ordered to make interceptions of unidentified flying objects. 
The research is being conducted on a case basis and is designed to 
provide a satisfactory explanation of each individual sighting. 

ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Battelle Memorial Institute 
for the latter to establish a mchine indexing system for official 
reports of sightings, 


3, Since 1947, ATIC has received approximately 1500 official 
reports of sightings plus an enormous volume of letters, phone calls, 
and press reports, During July 1952 alone, official reports totaled 250, 
Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries 20 percent as unexplained and 
of those received from January through July 1952 it carries 28 percent 


unexplained. 


4, In its inquiry into this problem, a team from CIA's Office 
of Scientific Intelligence consulted with a representative of Air 
Force Special Studies Group; discussed the problem with those in charge 
of the Air Force Project at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base; reviewed 
a considerable volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet 
press and broadcast indices; and conferred with three CIA consultants, 
who have broad knowledge of the technical areas concerned, 
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5, It was found that the ATIC study is probably valid if the 
purpose is limited to a case-by-case explanation. However, that 
study does not solve the more fundamental aspects of the problen, 
These aspects are to determine definitely the nature of the various 
phenomena which are causing these sightings, and to discover means 
by which these causes, and their visual or electronic effects, may 
be identified immediately, The CIA consultants stated that these 
solutions would probably be found on the mrgins or just beyond the 
frontiers of our present knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, 
ionospheric, and extraterrestrial phenomena, with the added possibility 
that the present dispersal of nuclear waste products might also 
be a factor, They recommended that a study group be formed to perform 
three functions: 


a. analyze and systemtize the factors which constitute 
the fundamental problem; 


b, determine the fields of fundamental science which 
must be investigated in order to reach an understanding of 
the phenomena involved; and 


25X1A c, make recommendations for the initiation of appropriate 
research, 


such a grou 1A 
25X1A Similarly, Project 
Air Force's air defense projec could be charge one 
25X1A of these responsibilities, 25X1A 


6, The flying saucer situation contains two elements of danger 
which, in a situation of international tension, have national security 
implications, These ares 


a. Psychological - With world-wide sightings reported, it 
was found that, up to the time of the investigation ,there had 
been in the Soviet press no report or comment, even satirical, 
on flying saucers, though Gromyko had made one humorous 
mention of the subject. With a State-controlled press, this 
could result only from an official policy decision, The 
question, therefore, arises as to whether or not these sightings: 


(1) could be controlled, 
(2) could be predicted, and 


(3) could be used from a psychological warfare 
point of view, either offensively or defensively. 


Approved For Release 2001/04/G fGRsRDP St R00560R000100020012-7 


SEGREI 


_ Approved For Rese 2001/04/02 : CIA- -RDP81RO@BBOR000100020012- -7 


The public concern with the phenomena, which is reflected both 

in the United States press and in the pressure of inquiry upon the 
Air Force, indicates that a fair proportion of our population 

is mentally conditioned to the acceptance of the incredible. 

In this fact lies the potential for the touching-off of mss 
hysteria and panic, 


b. Air Vulnerability - The United States Air Warning System 
will undoubtedly always depend upon a combination of radar screen- 
ing and visual observation, The U.S.S.R. is credited with the 
present capability of delivering an air attack against the 
United States, yet at any given moment now, there may be 
current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus many 
unofficial ones, At any moment of attack, we are now ina 
position where we cannot, on an instant basis, distinguish 
hardware from phantom, and as tension mounts we will rum the 
increasing risk of false alerts and the even greater danger 
of falsely identifying the real as phantom, 


7. Both of these problems are primarily operational in nature 
but each contains readily apparent intelligence factors, 


8, From an operational point of view, three actions are 
required: 


a, Immediate steps should be taken to improve identification 
of both visual and electronic phantom so that, in the event of 
an attack, instant and positive identification of enemy planes 
or missiles can be made, 


b. A study should be instituted to determine what, if any, 
utilization could be made of these phenomena by United States 
psychological warfare planners and what, if any, defenses should 
be planned in anticipation of Soviet attempts to utilize them, 


ce. In order to minimize risk of panic, a national policy 
should be established as to what should be told the public 
regarding the phenomena, 


a (Other intelligence problems which require determination 


a. The present level of Soviet knowledge regarding 
these phenomena, 


b. Possible Soviet intentions and capabilities to 


utilize these phenomena to the detriment of United erates 
security interests, 
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c. The reasons for silence in the Soviet press 
regarding flying saucers, 


10, Additional research, differing in character and emphasis 
from that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required 
to meet the specific needs of both operations and intelligence, 
Intelligence responsibilities in this field as regards both collection 
and analysis can be discharged with maximum effectiveness only after 
much more is known regarding the exact nature of these phenomena, 


11. I consider this problem to be of such importance that it 
should be brought to the attention of the National Security Council 
in order that a community-wide coordinated effort towards its solution 
may be initiated. 


Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


SEGRET 


Approved For Release 2001/04/02 - 6IA-RDP81R00560R000100020012-7 


~ *, Approved For R@pase 2001/04/02 : PERE SN on ener Op Deep tes! 


Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81R00560R000100020012-7 


Approved For Relg@gse 2001/04/02 . ClA- Pe TRO gs) 00001 00020012-7 
. Cea ee 


Security Information \ 
x. 


KUHURA\DUM FOURS Director of Central Intelligence 


THEY t deputy Directer (Intelligence) 
SURSECT % Flying Saucers 
de PROBLEM 

To determine: 


a. thether there are naticnnl security implications in the problem 
of "unidentified flying objects” i.e. flying seuceres 


b. Whether edequate atady and research is currently being directed 
te this problem in its relation te much national security implications; 
ard 


¢. What further investigation and research should be instituted, 
by whom, and under what segis. 


2» FACTS GBARING Of THE PROBLEM 


&. Of] bas investigated the werk currently being performed on 
flying saucers end hae found thats 


(2) The only unit of covernent currently stadying the problen 
is the Directorate ef Intelligene, USAF, which has charged the Air 
Technical Intelligence Center (ATI:) with responsibility for in« 
veatigating the reperts of sightings. 


(2) At ATIC there is a swell group consisting of 2 reserve 
Captain, two Uieutenants ami two secretaries to watch cone all ree 
perta of sightings through officiel channels, and which contucts 
investigation of the revortes elther itself or through consultetion 


with other Air Yoree officers or with civilian technical congultanta, 


(3) A worldewide reporting system has been institeted and 
major Air Fores Hases have teen ordered to make interceptions of 
unidentified flying ebjects. 


(ki) The research being carried on is strictly on e case basis 
and appears to be designed solely to attempt « estisfactory exe 
planation of each individual sighting ae it occurs. 


(5) ATIC has concluded an arrangement with Eattelle Memorial 
institute for the laiter to esteblish a machine ardexing sy aten 
fer official reports of sightings 


~~ SEGVE 
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ing 
Lis reports totaled 250. Of the 1500 reports, Air Force carries 
ie Jenuary through duly 1952 
it carries 20% unexplained. 


3. Dissuctiog# 


a OSI entered into ite inquiry fully aware that it wes coming 
into @ field already charged with partisenship, one in which ebjece 
tivity had been overridden by mumsrous sensational writers, and one 
in which there cre pressures for extravagant explanations es well as 
for oversimplificetion, The O°! Team consulted with a representative 
of Air Force Special Studies Groupg discussed the problem with these 
in cherge of the Air Force Project at vright fields reviewed a con~ 
Sidereble volume of intelligence reports; checked the Soviet press and 
broadcast indices; ani conferred with three USI consultants, ell lesdere 
in their scientific fields, whe were chosen because of their broad 
knowledge of the technical areas concerned. 


be OSI found that the ATIC study is probshly valid if the purpose 
ds limited to a case-by-case explanstion. However, the study makes no 
attempt to solve the more fundamental aspect of the problem which is 
te determine definitely the nature ef the various phenomena which sre 
causing these sightings, or to discover means by which these causes 
and their viguel or electronic effects my be immediately identified. 
Gur congmaltant panel steted that these solutions would be 
foumi on the mergins or just beyoni the frontiers of our present 
knowledge in the fields of atmospheric, ionoepheric, and extraterrestrial 
phenomena, with the added possibility that our present dispersal of 
muclesr waste products migat also be a factor. They recommended that 
@ study group be formed to perform tree funetions: 


(1) Analyse end systematize the factors of information whieh 
form the fundanentel problem 


_ (2) Determine the fields of funderental solence which mst 
ve investigsted in order to reach an unerstanding of the phe-~ 
nomena involved; and 


(3) Make recommendations for the initdetion af appropriate 
research « 


25X1A 
25X1A CR bas indicated to OSI that such a groun could be con- 


stituted Siailarly, “roject EMRhe sir Force 
25X1A piven his projec could be cuarged with these responsibilities. 


~ S§eerey 25X1A 


a: 
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a. “he fljinc seucer aitustion conteins twe elements of danger 
whica, in a «lta tion of internationsl tensien, have national security 
implications, These ares 


(1) Peyenol ~ With worldewide sightings reported, it 
wea foun’ thet, up te the time of our inveatigation, there had 
been in the Russian press no repert or comment, even satirical, 
on flyin: spucers, though ‘ndre Gromyke had made one humorous 
mention of the subject. With a State-contrelled press, tais could 
result only from an official pelacy decisione The question, there~ 
fore, srixes an to whether or net these signtings: 


(a) Gemld be controlled, 
(>) Could be predicted, and 


(e) Could be used from a psychological warfare point of 
view either offensively er defeneively. 


jhe putdde concern with the chenamena, which is reflected in the 
United States prese and in pressare of inquiry upon the Air Force, 
indicates that there ig « fair oreportion ef our popalation which 
is mentelly conmtitdoned to the acceptance of the 

this fact lies the potential fer the touching=0i 
and panioe 


(2) Aix fulnerability - The onited “tetes Air Warniag System 
will umioabtedly always depend unon a combinetion of redar screen~- 
ing end visual observstion. We give iiussia the present capability 
of delivering an air atteek against us, yet st any given manent 
now, there may be current a dosen of!ioial unidentified sightings 
plus many unofficial. At eny moment of attack, we are now in & 
position where we cannot, on an instent basis, distinguish hard« 
were from phantom, and as tencion mounts we will run the increasing 
risk of falee alerts and the even greater danger of falsely identi~ 
fying the veel as phantom. 


f of mass hysteria 


be Soth of these probleme are primarily operational in natare but 
each contains readily apparent intelligence factors. from an epere- 
tional point of view, three actions are required: 


(1) Immediate steps should be teken to Saprove identification 
ef both visusl and electronic phantom eo that in the ovent of ar 
atteck, iustent and vositive identification of enemy plenes or 
missiles can be mace, 


. Gree 
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(2) A study should be institeted te determine what, if any, 
Lisetion could be made of these pheromens by United States 


peyehological warfare plonners, and wast, if any, defenses should 
be planned in antisipation of Soviet attespts to utilise them. 


(33 4 national policy should te established ag to what should 
be told ine public regarding the phenomena, in order to minimize 
risk of panic. 


ee Intelligence problems imeludes 


(1) The present level of Russian knowledge regarding these 
PHenamena 


(2) Possible Soviet intentions aud capabilities to utilise 
these phenomena to the detriment of US security interests, 


(3) ine reagons for silense in the Soviet Press regarding 
Liyang saucers, 


de Intelligene responsibilities in this field es regards both 
cellection and ansiyeis can be discharged with maximum effectivensas 
only efter much more is known rezerding the exact mtmre of these 
phenomena. 


@. “<he problem trengeenis the level of inmtividual departmental 
respongibliities, emi is of gmch importance as to merit comizance 
&:d action by tne hatdonel Security Council. 


£. Additional research, differing ic cherecter and emschasis from 
that presently being performed by Air Force, will be required to scet 
the specific needs of both overations and intelligence. 


Se RECONMANDATIUNS 
it ig recammended inat: 


a. ine birecter of ventrai intelligence arvise the ‘Rtionsl 
Security Council of tae security iaplications inherent in the flying 
stuccs prob.en with tue request that, under his atatutory coomdina-~ 
ting authority, the Director ef Centra), intellirenee be empoverad to 
initiate througn the appropriate agencies, either within or witact 
the Government, the investigstion and research necasgary to solve 
— oo of instent pomitive identificetion ef "anidentified flying 

¢ 


Ge Ula, uncer ite assigned respensibilitier, ert in cooperation 
with the -sycnological Strategy ceard, immediately inovestizate posai- 
hie offensive or defensive utilisation of the phenomena for reychologi~ 
eel warfare purposes both for and againgt the United ‘tates, advising 
those agencies cherged with J.°. internal security of any pertinent 

SEEIE] 
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finiings affecting their aress of responaitility. 


ec. On the ‘asis of these procrems of research, CIA develep and 
recommend for uioptien ty the Raiional “eourlty Coancdl @ policy of 
pablic inicrmeiicn vhich will minimize the risk of panke. 


Be MACOMAL.. CEADWEL.. 
Assistant Director 
Scientific TatelLlicence 


: 25X1A 


0s TE: bx (11 September 1952) 
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22 August 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Intelligence) 


SUBJECT: USSR and Satellite Mention of Flying Saucers 


1. A search of Foreign Documents Division files has so 
far produced no factual evidence that subject has been mentioned 
in the Soviet Satellite press within the past two years. It is 
believed that a derisive comment was made in a Russian news- 
paper in 1948 on this subject but so far the article has not 
been found. 


STATSPEC 26 e:: one broadcast on this subject, dated 10 June 
1951, which-1s quoted below: 


Summary - In what appears to be Moscow's first mention 

) of Flying Saucers "Listener's Mailbag" answers ques- 
tions on the subject to the effect that "The Chief of 
Nuclear Physics in the US Naval Research Bureau" ex- 
plained them recently as used for stratospheric studies. 
US Government circles knew all along of the harmless 
nature of these objects, but if they refrained from 
denying "false reports, the purpose behind such tactics 
was to fan war hysteria in the country." 


3. A State Department cable recently received from Budapest 
quotes the August llth copy of Szabad Nep as follows: 


"Flying Saucer stories are another American attempt 
to fan war hysteria." Radar dedection of saucers 
is quoted in the article and it comments on the 
STATSPEC ridiculous aspects of the source of the mystery. 
The article concludes that it is part of American 
rulers propaganda to prove the Western countries 25X1A 
are threatening. 


7312 
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25X1A The Air Force Stand on "Flying Saucers" -- as stated by 
IA, in a briefing on 22 August 1952 


I. ThetAir “orce has primary responsibility for investigating "flying saucers". 
The unit concerned with these investigations is a part of the air Technical 
Intelligence Center at Layton, Uhio, and consists of three officers (a Captain 
in charge) and two civilians. They receive reports of sightings, analyze and 
attempt to explain them. A standard reporting form has been prepared which is 
used on a world-wide basis. The Air Force Office of Special Investigations checks 
into each sighting attempting to determine its authenticity and the reliability 
of the observer, 


II. (A) The air vorce officially denies that "flying saucers" are: 
(1) L.S.secret weapons ; 
(2) Soviet secret weapons 
(3) Extra-terrestrial visitors 


(B) It is believed that all sightings of "flying saucers" are: 


(1) Yell known objects such as balloons (over 4600 are released daily 
in the U.S.), aircraft, meteors, clouds, etc. not recognized as 
such by the observer. 

(2) Phenomena of the atmosphere woich are at present poorly under- 
stood, e.g., refractions and reflections caused by temperature 
inversions, ionization phenomena, ball lightning, etc. 


III. Not a shred of evidence exists to substantiate the belief that "flying 
saucers" are material objects not falling into category TIB(1) above. 


IV. A study of "flying saucer" sightings on a geographical basis showed then 

to be more frequent in the vicinity of atomic energy installations (which is 
explained by the greater security consciousness of persons in those areas). That 
by-products of atomic fission may in some way act catalytically to produce 
NP¥yingssawcers' has not been disproved. The greatest mimber of sightings has 
been made at or near Daytoh, Ohio where the investigations are going on. 


V. Of the thousands of"flying saucers" sighted of which there are records, the 
Air Force says that 78% have been explained by either IIB(1) or ITB(2) above, 
2% have been exposed as Hoaxes and the remaining 20% have not been explained 
primarily because of the vague descriptions given by observers. 


VI. The Air Force is mostly interested in the "saucer! problem because of its 
psychological warfare implications. In reviewing publications designed for Soviet 
consumption, there has not been a Single reference to "flying saucers". On the 

otner hand, several "saucer" societies in the United States have been investigated, 
Key members ofsome of these Societies which have been instrumental in keeping’ the 
"flying saucer" craze before the public ‘have been exposed: as being, of doubtful 

loyalty. Furthermore the socieites, in some cases, are financed an unknown 

source. The Air Force realizes that a public made jumpy by the 'Plying saucer" { 
scare would be a serious liability in the event of air attacks by an enemy. air 
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defense could not operate effectively if the air Force were constantly called 
- upon to intercept mirages which persons had mistaken for enemy aircraft. 
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STG SACRE 


The purpose of this presentation is to report the findince of 


the OSE Study Group as to al oem of = Flying Saucer ee i 


Tt will start with a resme of what. we have donc and a short history of 
25X1A g-3 B-3 


the subject i - outline the abe Force effort aa 


will co into the explanations of sightinca — I an a you our 
conclusions. Cs | | —-25x1 A 

Our group r viewed available intelligence, official reports, press 
and iapaaitie coverage and the main ee bookse Indexes of the Soviet 
press were scanned, ‘We sponta day at “&eicht Tietd with the officers 
conducting the Air Force study, and finally - took the, problen to a 
group of our own consul tants. 

The Saucer furore in ue comtry started an June 19),7 with a 
report of nine discs flying in en past Mount Rainier at an 
estinated speed of 1000 miles per ours ‘This was followed inuodiately 
by a bata and increasing flood of roporte over the months» 


Therefore, in 19k0, Air Force initiated Project Saucer to study 
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the —— and in Deoenber 1949 released sections ae ‘ite secret & 


rowort to the press. The coneluation was that the See igre 


from three causes? 

le “ass hysteria 
¢, dallucination and noe 

3, ‘IlNeinterpretation of talib abjects 

This satiefied much of the public but not certain sensational, 
writeras The resulting hignly atc books and magazine articles, 
combined with increasing reports of sigitings built up guch @ resurgence 
of public interest that Air Foray early in 1951, eoopened its etudy, 
instituted a world-wide roportin: syaterty and alerted its bases to 
intercept the unidentified objects. General. Samford gave their 
interim conclusions in his rovent pross conference, These were chat : 
analysis of the casee showed “no pattern of anything consistent with any 
monace to tie United wan 3 ‘that the rocent Washington reports wore 
probably due to “temperature inversions"; and that the unexplained 
sichtings could not have resulted from any experiments or teste conducted 


by the United States. 
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Pesuntio Inf forincian een 
Th sunineet zing this eocstony z would restate that on three of | 
the main thcories in explanation of tome hchoidtia, —~a Us Acvaeeet 
anata develo Santi and space tape im the evidence oither of fact 
or of ee ds so stron:ly aeainist them that they warrant at present 
no more than speculative considerations owover, it is important that 
"are are marty who believe in then and will continue to do ao in spite 
of any official pronouncenent whieh may be mades Thies whole affair 
_ has demonstrated that there is a fair proportion of our ern 
hy monially conditioned to accaptance of tho incredible, ‘Thus we arrive 
ay wo danger poinig which, ina ai tuation of ‘itectatloast tene@lon, 
seem So a National Security, implications. 

Ravdier, wo montioned our scarch of SovLet press, ATIC made a 
similar search, “ith worldwide sightings reported, we — found not 
one report or comment, oven satrical, in the Russian press, This could 
reagult only from an official policy decision and of course raiscs the 
question of why and of whether or not these sightings could be used 
from & psycholorical warfare point of se oi. ther artemiveie or defer 


sively. Air ‘orce is aware of this and had investigated @ nusber of the 
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elvilian coe th that have spr: og x to “clge the subject. One == the 
Civilian Saucer Committee 4n California has substantial funds, strongly 
influences tho cera policy o: a mmber of newspapers and hag 
leaders whose connccélons may be ae ihe, Air Force is wataing 
this orvanization because of ite power to touch off mass hysteria and 
panic. Porhaps we, from an ives point of Vien whould ae for 
any indication of Russian efforts to seatatiie Upon tats present 
fmorican credulity. | 
Of oven greater moment is the seond danger, Our air wert 

systen will undoubtedly always depend upon a conbination of radar 
scanning and visual observation, ‘6 ‘give fees Gapabllitzy 

of delivering an iar attack against uo, yet ab any given monent 

now, thore may be current a dozen official unidentified sightings plus 
many unofficial, At the moment of attack, how will wo, on an instant 
basis, diatingzish hardware from shantom? ae onewer, of course, 


is that until far greater 
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Securs: 
_ oteder ie achieved of the causes sc of the sightinca te ttle 
derstood >hcnonena RB pas cc: sorted — we will run the in 
erasing risk of false alorty ad the even creater danger of tabbing the 
real cs cal, This is ane - peattonas researcli problem but 
| as long as it existe 16 will have intellirence implications because of 
iis bearing on air vulnerability, 
Cne purpose in this survey has been to examine what is being done 
and make some assessment of ite aie: The Alr Voree study is maltese 
On & case by case basis, the great bulk of the sightings have been ne 
will continue to be explained —« but the limited case a>proach will never 
solve this second real Pam ome posi tive identifications 
Ags to what should be don, we eer to discuss the research problen 
with the Research and Development Doard and to —_ on to Air Force an 
offor | to cia in a stady - some of the fundamentals, ‘ie 
sug eet that tho paychological possibilities beth for and nels UB 
ad | should be investigated, Prom an intelligence point of view, CST has 
been and will continue watching Russian research and developnaent in the 


sGientific fields involved, 
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DRAFT | 15 August 1952 

In the next few minutes, I intend to touch briefly upen the official : 
explanations of the great majority ef sightings of unidentified flying 
objects (or UFO's) and mention possible phenemens which may account for 
sone of the open cases. 

Before we elaborate upon the current explanations I would like you te 
keep in mind certain facts which are generally comuon to all reports. 

Firet, ia the earnestness of those making reports. These people are 
certain that they have seen something. 

Secondly, objects sighted alnoet always are reported to be against 
the sky thereby providing no point of refareace. 

thirdly, without a reference point, a valid estimation of size, speed, 
distence of relative motion is virtually impossible. 

Finally, no debris or material evidense hae ever been recovered 
following an unexplained sighting. 

In each case of reported sightings exists the personal elexent. This 


4a the combined effect of psychological and physielegical factors whieh 


peo, 
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individually er together may have sities importance in the accuracy of 
& pergon's report. These factors generally cannot be determined adequately. 
The paeychological featers are: 
Mental conditioning by newspaper stories of earlier reported sightings. 
Individual emotional response with respect to the unknown, 
Desire for publicity resulting in “embroidering" of facts er complete 
fabrication. 
Bmotion of chase of intercepter plicts. 
The major versiwlesiand factors are! 
General physical condition of the person at tine of aighting: 
conditions of fatigue, anozia. | 
Existence and extent of aye eer immediately preceding sighting. 
Inevfficient night adaptation. 
Vow let ue take up the explanations which have been used to account for 
well over a thousand cases. Under the category oft "Misinterpretation of 
ddentifiadle objeats,* ATIC feele that the most prevalent misinterpretations 


have been: free baleons, aircraft, astronomical bodies, atmospheric 
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phenomena, instrument’ errors and windblown objects. 


Thera are two types of high altitude balleons, radiosonde and the Havy . 
Skyhook. Thoy may reach altitudes as high as 20 miles. Although both types 
are tracked and plotted for some distances, there generally 1s no aacurate 
eonfirnation of deatruction. Consequently, because of the large number 
released datly by the weather services and research groups in the U.3.. 1¢ 
ig possible that they might appear over almost any geographic leeation, The 
longevity of the gas bags is not known but fe believed to be possibly weeks. 
Night~launched balloons carry a bright light to facilitate tracking. Many 
others have vadar-reflecting vanels, 

25X1A 

The Mantell case, referred to v has been explained as a 
suduinbexprotatten of a Navy Skyhook balleon, Thie was in January 1947. 
There were threa interceptor aircraft. One, piloted by Capt, Thomas Hantell 
rediged in that he was going to elimb to 20,000 feet in an attempt to close 
in. Hie rather wild report that the object was *#remendote"™ and his subeaquent 


erash are lald to the effects of anexts since hie plane carried no oxygen 


equipment. 
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A gaue under known lites spncenes some months ago at Wright Field 
whieh illustrates the fact that objects at hizh altitudes may be in sharp 
ilumination even one or two hours before dawn or after. This case also 
points up interesting psychological factors. 

The tims was near dusk. Captain Ruppelt was called out to witness a 
sighting of three red lights in the sky. ven through binoculars he sould 
not determine their nature, An 3.94 intercentor climbed to 43,000 feet. At 
thia altitude the pilot could see clearly that the objects were a cluster of 
three Skyhook balloons stil well above hic, safling an even course acrous 
the sky. By this time, telephone reports had started to come in. The 
objects were described a9 violently uaneuvering "saucers" of various shapes 
and colors. Even “looping” maneuvers were reported. The medical staff at 
Wright Field, including the sentor psycholozist, witnessed the sighting, 

The next dey this steff turned in a report stating that, despite the 

official statement thet these objects were balloons, thay felt that this 

was in error and that the sighting must have been of some other unknown origin. 
Probably the second most common misinterpretation fe that of conventional 


alroraft. 
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in the daytige, alreraft, particularly those that are unpainted, can 
give oxtrenely brillient reflections of sunlight. An interesting case under 
known conditions is one which occurred last ae in Maryland. 

A group of alreraft design enginaers went into the sountry to witness 
tests of their own jet alrplane. ‘The three test alroraft, with unpainted 
wings and red fuselages, paused direotly overhead. All engineers agreed that 
if they had not knoyn what the objects were, and since ‘ing eould not observe 
the silver wings against the sky, they would have reported tha red fuselages 
as flaming tratia and they would have imagined objects anitting then. 

AG nighttime the possibility for misinterpretation of aircraft inereases. 
Pirst, there are the dusk and dawn {lluminations already mentioned. Similarly, 
miginterpretatione have been wade of running lighte or refleations of alroraft 
in clouds. There are a number of reports of cylindrical objects with square 
taille or having lighted "portholes" which have been explained ae distorted 
images of conventional alroraft profiles on clouds of ice orystals, 

Some time ago a pulsating bright yellow Licht was reported aoving 
through the sky near Pitteburgh, Fennsyivania. For months this report was 


velegated to the "wexplained® file. A few weeks ago in Washington « man 
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whe was familiar vith this report saw an antiecollision light installation 
on & Capital ania airplane, Thie new safety devices, a light mounted 

on the nose of the airplane, oscillates back and forth laterally similar 

to those installed on sone ambulances and police cars. A check with Capital | 
Airlines revealed that an atrplane fitted with such a Light had “ehecked tn" 
while flying near Pittsburgh at the exact time and place of the reporting 
sighting. | 

Let us tuen new to astronomical phenomena. In the daytime some planets, 
partieularly Venus, can be seen clearly ae a bright white sean: aven at 
high noon under certain senditions. At night, meteors of varicus varieties 

| have been mistaken for maneuvering lights. Tha luaincus meteor trail of 
ionized gas has been pieked up by radar and at times misunderstood. This 
ionized trail may remain visible to the eye for as leng as one hour. 

Hatural phenomena in the Barth's atmosphere have oaused many misinter- 
pretations. High altitude "fet streams" traveling at high velocities, 
temperature inversions and conditions of turbulent mixing of air of greatly 
different temperntures and densities exist and are not aharted. They account 


for optical as well as radar aberrations in a number of cases. In one case 
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of @ ground radar sighting in Maryland the pilot of an interceptor aircraft, 


with hie AI geny "locked on" a "blip", found himself on a steeply sloping 
dovnvards course at low altitude, This cocurred three tines indlosting 

that the target was on the ground and that the course of the rader beam had 
been distorted. It should be noted that rader anomalies both internal and 
external in nature still erfst in disturbing numbers, The ability of a radar 
observer to accurately determine the validity of "blipe* on his eaope is 
directly proportional to the length and breadth of his experience, 

Cloud effects have affected the scouracy of a monber of sightings. 
Rapldly sevudding Meads lend an ayparent motion te a fixed body, The moon 
or a bright planet ashing through a cloud hole at times does appear as a 
"flaning objent."* Other "explainablet misinterpretations which sre known 
to have accounted for reports of sightings include a wide variety of 
objects, Windblown objecta is one. Such an incident was reported by the 
U.S, Consul at Merida, Yucatan, Mexico. Hare is his actual reportt 

"At about 2:00 p.m. last Sunday, I observed a silvery, shining, 
aise-like object floating in the clear, blue sky aluoat direstly 
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overhead, travelling in a state veule Atveeliwa: I delfeved that the 
object wae a flying disc ani was about to run te the house and Zetéh 
my comera when I noticed that the object was below the level of some 
vultures mancuvering at a great height. This proved to ne that the 
Sescitee object wae considerably cre than a vulture. During the 
course of two hours I saw a total a thrae of these objects, all going 
in the sane direction, but at times aunesring to be stationary, Later 
in the afternoon I found a of these ‘digest on my front lawn. It 
wes a seed enclosed in a fluffy was of efilken fiber...» Mad 16 
net been for the soaring birds and my curlosity, I would undoubtedly 
have revorted that I had seen several ‘flying disest. .«.. I am 
enclosing the ‘flying dise’ which I ecaptured...in gy front yard." 
Another nisinterpretation is that of searchlights on clouds which has 
been the anuse of eeveral reports of sightings as in the recent case 
deteribed by the Secretary of Defense. Finally, there fc 8 case which 
eceurred at Frenchnen's Flat, Nevada. 
"Blips"™ in formation were picked up on the radar scope. They were 
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reported to be traveling at terrific speed at 30,000 feet. It happened. 
that the reporting station had a searchlight and it wae turned om in the 
direction of the radar sighting, Jt vas imuediately aiscevered that the 
objects were Canadian geese flying at 300 feet altitude. 

The above explanations are belfeved by ATIC to account for some 60% of 
the sightings nines They feel that the remaining 20% night be redusible 
to 10% were it not for these reasons? 

Inevfficient information reported. 

Incorrect information unwittingly or purposely vejaulied. 

Insufficient or total lack of subsequent investigation of detalla. 

This atil) leaves ATIO with a possible 10% of sightings for which there 
iw no avallable explanation. 

Conalidering that the renatning cesses might have heen caused by Little 
understood natural vhenonena, the OSI Panel conferred at length with three 
of our consultants in Boston. These men are outstanding in the fields of 
goophysios, eleatronics and ghonistry. They emphasized to usq that there 
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are many selentific frontiers which have ae yet bean Little explored er 
charted. In these area oocur phauemens whieh may account for optical or 
alectronte aberrations as well as for things actually seen. They Listed 
three categories: atmospherics, fonization, and extre-terrestrial phenomena. 
They suggested also that vroducts of miclear fiasion might have some effect 
upon these, 

In the field of atmospherics would be the temperature inversians 
stressed by General Sanford. This phenomenen axists but the exact mechanics 
of tts cause, it@ nature and manner of dissipation are not well. understood. 
Neither ie {ts effeat upon sloctremagnetio and light beams eausing thetr 
refraction or reflection. Little 4s known of @louds of tee crystals which 
exist at altitudes to 60,000 feet, Studies of the winds and the physical 
and chemical nroperties of air at very high altitudes have only recently 
commenced with the availability of such agents at high altitude balloons 
and research rookets. 

The sesond category was fonization. The Heaviside (or "5") layer of 
ionization, the "¥" layer sbeve it, and their relation to radio transmission 
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were thougns ten years ago to he fairly well understood. Within the past 
year, however, the whole concept of the *#" layer has been ehanged. It 
has been discovered that it splits sometines into two layers of lonisaties 
known as Pol and F-2. Recent testes utilising these layers have shown it 
possible to tranemit as far ae 1,000 miles using certain YEF frequencies. 
Thie is totally opposed te the previous well accepted opinion that maximus 
VF transmission distance was limited te "Line of sight." 

Clouds of ice oryetsls beeome luminous under certain conditions of 
fonization. The factors affeoting the way in which the electrostatic charge 
on the earth fe continuously rejuvenated by thunderstorm Lightning are 
obequre. Ball lightning, a lumfinous phenomenon which has been reported 
for eenturies, appears in various celere but ite nature fs not knows. 

St. Himo's fire, corona discharge ang Aurora Borealis are catalogued in & 
variety of forms but their exact nature 49 unkmewa, The movement of vortices 
of smoke varticles, clouds of moisture and ice crystals will cause changes 
in electrostatic potential and amy be affected by the earth's magnetic field. 
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matertal tossed aloft equld ap-reciabiy affect atmospherte phensnens. 
Yor instance, the cosmic and gama natural rediation which pours in datly 
from outer espace is many thousands of times greater than the radiation 
produced by atomic bomb dlasts. 

This list could be extended at length. Suffice to sny. ous ignorance 
of the nature and controlling fasters of all of the above is immense. 
Effects of interaction between these natural phenomena and radioactive 
materiel in the air can only be conjectured. The appesrance of wisual 
optical or radar sightings caused by these phenomena is possible. - Thelr 
ocourrence cannot be predicted, 

There ig some atrength to the hypothesis that many of the unexplained 
stehtings of UFO's may be electromagnetic or electrostatic in character. 
Factors aunvorting this hypothesis aret 

Abeenee of sound, although gocanuant’ moving rapidly in the 
atmosphere. 
Phenomena are apparently affected by shock waves or electromagnetic 


radiation of alreraft. 


Reports ef erratic operation of various kinds of instruments in 
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the vicinity of sightings. 

Sightings of UFO's reported at Loe Alamos and Oak Ridge, at a time 
when the background radfation count had risen inexplicably. 
flere we run out of even "blue yonder" explanations that might be tenable, 
and, ve still are left with mumbers of incredible reports from eredible | 


observers. 
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